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T he   R itual      
 Ceremony

This is on unplugged wedding, Please enjoy the ceremony
and as you take your seats, here’s a brief glimpse into the
beautiful Hindu wedding rituals you’re about to witness. A
traditional Hindu ceremony the sacred scriptures of Hindu,
dating back over 4000 years. The prayers and vows are
spoken in the ancient Sankrit language, symbolizing the
union of two souls in spiritual, emotional, and physical
bond. The ceremony takes place in a four-posted
“Mandap”, representing the four Vedas , with the sacred
fire witnessing their commitment, love, and understanding
together.



@balibihe                      balidreambihe@gmail.com +61 404 308 707

GANESH PUJA 
The proceed ing  k ick  of f  wi th  a  “  Pu ja  “ (prayer )  to  Lord  Ganesha the  f i r s t  prayer  in  any

Hindu ceremony i s  a lways  to  Ganesh  J i .  The  remover  of  obstac le  –  to  ensure  everyth ing
proceed smooth ly  ,harmony,  to  b less  br ide  and groom with  peace  and let  the  wedding

fest iv i t ies  beg in .

POKWANU
The br ide ' s  mother  of fers  a  prayer ,  then  p layfu l ly  reminds  the  groom of  h i s  respons ib i l i ty

to  keep  her  daughter  happy  by  pu l l ing  h i s  nose .  He  symbol ica l ly  breaks  a  c lay  pot  to
demonstrate  h i s  ab i l i ty  to  overcome obstac les ,  then  proceeds  to  the  Mandap.

(Hush!  Fami ly  wi l l  at tempt  to  snatch  the  groom's  shoes  whi le  he ' s  at  the  Mandap,  ho ld ing
them hostage  unt i l  he  pays  up!  Watch  out  for  the  shoe-  s tea l ing  ant ics ! )

JANTI
The Jant i  process ion  gather ,  w i th  groom accompany by  h is  fami ly  and f r iends  a long

with  mus ic  and dance .  Varan i :  Upon the  ar r iva l ,  the  groom i s  we lcome by  the  br ide ’ s
fami ly ,  and  they  wi l l  per form a  qu ick  re l ig ious  ceremony –  br ide ’ s  father/ fami ly  wi l l

spr ink le  some f lowers ,  and  seeds .

MADHUPARKA 
Br ide ’ s  fami ly  fo l lowing  su i t ,  o f fer ing  of  mi lk  and honey ,  the  groom feet  are  washed and

madhuparka  (mixture  of  mi lk ,  yogurt ,mi lk ,ghee)  symbol i z ing  pur i f i cat ion  for  the  journey
ahead in  h i s  new l i fe  i s  fed  to  h im by  the  br ide  father  as  a  s ign  of  we lcome.
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KANYADAAN AND GATH BANDHAN: 
A deep ly  sacred  r i tua l  in  Nepal iwedding  where  br ide ’ sparents  formal ly  entrust  the i r  daughter  to

groom,  symbol i z ing  the i r  love  and t rust .  G iv ing  away the  br ide  ,  the  br ide ’ s  parents  p lace  her
r ight  hand in  the  groom’s  r ight  hand,  symbol i z ing  the i r  t rust  in  h im to  safeguard  her  happiness .

And the  groom as  dec larat ion  to  everyone  that  he  h is  handl ing  care  to  h im.  subsequent ly ,  the
groom’s  scar f  i s  t ied  to  the  br ide ’ s  out f i t ,  mark ing  the  un ion  of  the i r  sou ls  in  marr iage ,  the

couple  ho ld  hand and accept  each  other  as  man and wi fe .

JAI  MALA
Exchange  gar land ,  the  br ide  ar r ive  andthe  coupleexchange  gar land as  a  symbol  of  mutua l

acceptance  to  show the i r  consent  to  match .  The  br ide  in i t iates  by  of fer ing  the  f i r s t
gar land ,  s ign i fy ing  her  cho ice  of  the  groom wi l l ing ly .  In  return  ,  the  groom rec iprocates  by

of fer ing  a  gar land ,  symbol i z ing  a  warm welcome to  the i r  new l i fe  together .  

KANYA AAGMAN
.Announc ing  the  ar r iva l  o f  the  br ide !A  ve i l i s  gent lyp laced  in  f ront  of  the  groom as

she  proceeds  down the  a i s le ,  he ighten ing  h is  ant ic ipat ion  to  catch  a  g l impse  of  her .
Accompanied  by ,  father  she  gracefu l ly  walks  towards  her  be loved .

MANGAL PHERA
The couple  wi l l  c i rcumambulate  the  sacred  f i re  fourt imes ,  each  round represent ing  one  of

the  fundamenta l  human pursu i ts  -  Dharma ( r ighteousness ) ,  Artha  (prosper i ty ) ,  Kama
(des i re ) ,  and  Moksha ( l iberat ion ) .  Dur ing  the  fourth  round,  they  hasten  to  be  seated  f i r s t ,

as  t rad i t ion  suggests  that  the  one  who s i t s  f i r s t  wi l l  govern  the  household .  Who do  you
th ink  wi l l  take  the  lead?
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SINDOOR (SYMBOL OF MATRIMONY)
Groom appl ies  S indoor ,  the  red  vermi l l ion  powder  on  br ide ’ s  forehead as  an  ausp ic ious

symbol  of  her  marr ied  s tatus

LAGAN GATHO (TYING THE SACRED KNOT) 
Groom and br ide  areuni ted  asacouplebyty ing  aknotonthescarvesworn  by  both  the  br ide
and groom.  Th is  knot  symbol i zes  the i r  eterna l  love  and commitment  to  each  other  and

the i r  new l i fe .

SAPTAPADI -  7  STEPS OF PROMISE:  
L is ten  as  the  couple  takes  seven  vows ,p ledg ing  to  support  each  other  through l i fe ' s  joys  and

cha l lenges .  (1 )  To  grow together  in  s t rength  (2 )  To  nour i sh  eachother  (3 )  To  remain  l i fe long  f r iends
(4 )  To  be  together  forever  (5 )  To  care  for  our  ch i ldren  (6 )  To  share  our  joys  and sorrows  (7 )  To

preserve  our  wea l th  by  r ighteous  means  and proper  use

AKHAND SAUBHAGYAVATI 
Marr ied  women f rom both  fami l iesapproach to  b lessthe  br ide  with  whispered  wishes  of
"Akhand Saubhagyavat i "  in  her  ear ,  convey ing  hopes  for  good fortune ,  prosper i ty ,  and

endur ing  happiness  in  her  marr ied  l i fe .
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VIDAAI
As the  b ids  farewel l  to  her  f r iends ,  i t ’ s  a  moment  f i i l ed  with  joy  and ant ic ipat ion  for  her
new journey  with  groom and h is  fami ly .  With  a  heart  fu l l  o f  love ,  she  tosses  a  handfu l  o f

r ice  over  her  shou lder ,  w ish ing  her  ch i ldhood home happiness  and secur i ty .  Depart ing
with  the  heart fe l t  b less ing  of  a l l  who witnessed  the i r  un ion ,  the  couple  embarks  on  the i r

path  together .

FIND THE RING
Fol lowing  the  wedding ,  the  couple  wi l l  p lay  a  fun  game where  they  t ry  to  f ind  a  r ing

h idden in  a  large  pot .  Trad i t ion  says  the  winner  wi l l  ' ru le '  the  household

AASHIRWAAD
The pr iest  of f ic ia l ly  pronounces  the  couple  as  husband and wi fe ,  shower ing  them with  b less ings  for
a  joyfu l  and  prosperous  l i fe  together .  As  part  of  the  Hindu ceremony,  the  couple  humbly  bow down

to  touch the  feet  of  the  pr iest  and the i r  fami ly  e lders ,  express ing  reverence  and seek ing  the i r
b less ings .
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Thank you for being a part of our
celebration. Your presence and blessings

mean the world to us and we are grateful to
have our nearest and dearest with and

around us.


